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Phonics Plus Five Skills Check

The Skills Check is a quick measure you can useéaf Phonics Plus
Five is the right system to help your child progresreading. It should
be used only if your child is already able to readple books and write
complete sentences. (If your child is not yet regdplease see the
section on our site for children who are not yeidiag.)

If the results of this quick check indicate thatiyahild has already
achieved the skills taught in the Phonics Plus pragrams, then
“congratulations!” your child is ready to move anrhore advanced
levels of instruction. But if the Skills Check sh&tiat your child has not
yet mastered those skills, then you will find tR&nics Plus Five is an
ideal way to teach all the skills for effective desy and writing.

The Skills Check involves a simple two-step prodhastakes about 5-10
minutes. The first step requires reading; the s@@aiiting. Before
starting, take a few minutes to read through theerra so that you have
a clear idea of what you will be doing with youildh

And remember, though you may be tempted, do net gthur child any
help. At this point, you want to check your childlglls and any help will
prevent you from getting an accurate picture.

When you are ready to begin the Skills Check, nzake that:

* you and your child are alone in a quiet room
* you are seated next to each other at a desk @ tabl
* your child is rested and alert
* you have the materials you need to carry out thiks sheck:
1. lined paper
2. athin magic marker or a pencil
» the materials are set out so that your child cartlsem clearly.
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(this page is for your child to read)

The girl was never scared to walk

out there by herself.

Do most of the kids know how to read

their names?

When the computer went down, the girl

really started to yell.
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Step 1: What to do:

Say to your child, “We are going to be doing someding and writing.”

Take the page headed “This is for your child talfesnd fold it so your child sees only
the first sentence. Say “Please read this to me yd\ur child reads, on this page enter a
Vv in the box next to that word if it is correct aad X if it is not. (If your child cannot
read a word, say, “That’s all right. Let's movetorthen next word.”)

1. Thel! girl[l was ! neverl| scared[] tol ] walk[]
out Ll there [J by [] herself[].

Repeat the above with each of the following ser@snmaking sure to fold page E so
your child sees only one sentence at a time.

2. Do [l mostl] of[ ] thell kids[ ! know![ !l howl] tol]

read [ | their[ | names| |?

3. When [ | the [ computer | went [ |downl |, thel | girl ]
reallyl | startedl] to []yell [].

Enter the total number ofs above | Moving On
on the line below
If your child has 26 or morés,
go on to Step 2.

If your child has 25/s or fewer,
The total number of possiblés is 33 | stop the Skills Check. He or she
can benefit from the
reading/writing programs in the
Phonics Plus Five system.
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Step 2: What to do:

Say to your child, “This time, | am going to sapsle sentences and you will try to write
them on this paper.” Have several sheets of lirgakpavailable along with a pencil or
marker.

Making sureyour child does not seethe words on this page, say, “First I'll read the
whole sentence and you just listen.” Read the wbbthe first sentence aloud. Then say
the words one at a time, pausing to allow yourdchithe to write the word. For example,
with the first sentence, say “Write ‘the’.” Afteoyr child writes the word, then say,
“Write ‘girl’.”

Continue in this way until the sentence has beempbeted.
While your child is writing a word, allow him or has much time as needed to complete

it. But if there is a pause of more than 5 secoad#,your child cannot write the word,
say, "Let's move on."

1. Thel] girllJ was[] neverl] scared] tol] walk L[]
out | there [I by [J herself [] .[]

Repeat the above with each succeeding sentencedipgpa fresh sheet of paper for
each sentence.

2. Dol mostl] of[ ! thell kidsl] knowl] how!]
tol ] readl | theirl] namesl] ?[]

3. When [ | the[] computer ] went[] down L], the [] girl []
really [ | started ] tol] yell[] .[]
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After your child has written the sentences, allom br her to leave the room while you
score the writing. Take the papers your child hegem on and score the sentences by

placing, on this page,\él next to each word that is fully correct and an X i§ not.

Errors include:

a) omitting a letter (e.g., writing ‘never’ as ‘ngv

b) inserting a letter that is not in the word (evgriting ‘walk’ as ‘waulk’)

C) putting a letter in the wrong place (e.g., wgtigirl’ as ‘gril’)

d) failing to use capital letters where appropri@teising capital letters when not

appropriate.

In addition, check for the ending punctuation méirigour child has used the appropriate
period or question mark, enter/an the box next to that mark.

Enter the total number ofs
on the line below

The total number of possibiés is 36

Moving On

If your child has 26 or morés,
congratulations. Your child’s
skills are beyond those offered k
these programs. He or she can
move on to higher levels of
instruction.

If your child has 25/s or fewer,
stop the Skills Check. He or she
can benefit from the
reading/writing programs in the

Dy

Phonics Plus Five system.
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